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HISTORICAL QUOTATIONS 
Written history consists of a series of connected 
statements about the past, which may be descriptive 
of events, delineations of character, analysis of evid-
ence, philosophic reflections, or speculations upon per-
sonalities : not merely a succession of events, but their 
connection. 
Herodotus, the "Father of History" of the 5th 
century B.C., "scorned the story-teller who seeks to 
please the ear rather than speak the truth." 
Polybius, about the 2nd century B.C.—Directly a 
man assumes the moral attitude of an historian he 
ought to forget all considerations such as love of one's 
friends, hatred of one's enemies. He must sometimes 
praise his enemies and blame friends. If you take 
truth from history what is left but unprofitable tale." 
Jonson.—Posterity pays every man his honour. 
Sir Arthur Helps.—History is the chart and com-
pass of national endeavour. 
Tacitus.—Chief office of history—that the vir-
tuous qualities of men be not unrecorded. 
Cicero.—It is the first law of history that it shall 
not dare to state anything that is false, and conse-
quently it shall not shrink from anything that is true. 
Dean Swift.—^Yet malice never was his aim: 
He lashed the vice, but spared the name. 
Carlyle.—History is a distillation of rumours. 
Emerson.—The use of history is to give value to 
the present hour and its duty. 
Carlyle.—History is the essence of numerous 
biographies. 
Emerson.—There is properly no history, only 
biographies. 
Jouffrey.—From the summit of thought history 
looks like a tale. 
John Walcot.—Deal not in history . . . . a most 
unprofitable trade. 
A man without knowledge, an' I have read. 
May well be compared to one that is dead. 
—Thomas Ingelend. 
